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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE general encouragement given to the Two Diſcourſes 
and a Prayer,  publickly deliver d at the Quaker's yearly 
meeting in Briſtol ; the encomiums paſs'd upon them in the Cri- 
tical and Monthly Reviews ; which are the moſt opproved, if 
not the only public teſtimonies given of the value of any work, 
offer'd to the conſideration of the public from the preſs; and the 
many copies beſpoke of the following Sermons, &c. already taken | 
notice of in a preface to thoſe diſcourſes ;. are the real motives 9 
J | : which have occafioned the publication of theſe, literally taken 
. down as they flow'd from the lips of the ſame eminent preacher . : 
And that they may become equally acceptable to Readers of every 3 
Perſugſion; and tend to the general promotion of trus religion  "» 
and virtue, 1s the /incere wiſh of, 
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The following Sermon was delivered at the Dos Meeting 


in Briſtol, on Friday the 22d Day of May, 1767. 


N HAVE frequently thought, and the ſentiment hath 
been confirmed from my own obſervation and ex- 

« I : 5 
1 perience, that a great and excellent point would 
X*% be gain'd, highly conducive to the advantage of 
mankind, did they generally, tho* from no ſurer guide than 
tradition, ſubſcribe with heart and mind, to that certain truth, 


recorded in holy writ ; 


« * Verily, there is a reward for the righteous : Verity be is 
4 God, that judgeth in the earth; | 


As ſuch a perſuaſion, from whatever ground it ariſes, 
naturally tends to influence the conduct, to avoid evil, and to 
purſue that which is good; and with regard to many, it hath 
proved a ſtep to their nearer acquaintance with Gop, who is 
the only ſure guide to true Ie 


| Inpeep I ſcarce think there can be many, if there be any, 
who are hardy enough to deny the exiſtence of the ſupreme 
Being ; but believe on the contrary, that many, through the 
divine favour enlighten'd to ſee their duty, and aſſiſted to diſ- 
charge it; do, in conſequence of theſe favours, contemplate, 
with ſatisfaction inexpreſſible, theſe attributes of the moſt 


high 


* Pſalm lviii, 11 
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high Gop, here mentioned by the Pſalmiſt: and could I be 
induced to think, that any part of mankind had ſwerv'd from 
their duty, for want of a firm conviction of thoſe his attri- 


butes, as relative to his creatures; and of the certainty, that 


there is really a Gop who judgeth the earth: I ſay, could I 
believe their minds were deſtitute of this animating and enli- 
vening proſpect of his power, omniſcience, and gvodneſs, in 
his ſuperintendant care, and preſent judging the earth, I ſhould 


deem ſuch but a very little remov'd, if any, from the ſtate of 
the Athenians, upon whoſe altars the holy apoitlc diſcover d 


an inſcription, 


* « Ty the unknown God.” 


Indeed a language that was ſpoken formerly hath been too 


much adopted by ſucceeding generations ; numbers of whom 
have been like thoſe men of Jeruſalem, who ſaid, + the Lord 
will not do good, neither will he do evil. Many (ſeduced 
by the grand deceiver and his agents) have endeavour'd to 
eſtrange and withdraw themſelves from the arbitrator of the 


whole earth: they have hence grown dark in their imagina- 


tions, and in like manner thus reaſoned with themſelves, © He 
* will do us no good, why therefore ſhould we ſeek him? he 
will do us no harm; why ſhould we fear him?“ This, we 


may juſtly look upon, as the moſt unhappy ſeduction of 


mind! as it miſleads to the utmoſt diſtance, (without timely 
recovery) from that ſtate of obedience, in which we are only 


capable of happineſs, through the favourable notice of our 
father who is in heaven. | h 


Bur we may juſtly conclude, that ſuch impiety paſt not the 


attention of an all-ſeeing Gop, in as much as he reply'd, 1 
will 


® As xv, 23. þ+ Zeph, L 12. 


*. 


7 tf 5 ) 
« will puniſh thoſe men of Jeruſalem, who have ſaid, The 


“Lord doeth us no good, why ſhould we ſeek him? he will 
« not do us any harm, why ſhould we fear him?“ ww 


* 


2 
Tui certainty of his ſuperintendency, hath continued e . 
the happineſs of all the wiſe and goodfingall e 


ſiſts Hence hath 1t become, and ſill remains, . 
glorious truth, accompanied with, and confirm'd by, the voice 
of all generations. 3 
, 574 
UxpEnx this head in — a Petition or Prafer 
that was put up to him who hath created the earth; 
and aſſigned a reward to the righteous, by Agur the fon of 
Faketh, hath appeared to my mind, as neceſſary at this day to 
be adopted by every individual, who is deſirous of. living to 
the beſt, wiſeſt, and happieſt purpoſe of life ; without which 
they had better never have lived: And I cannot but recom- 
mend it moſt particularly to You, the riſing generation, 
whoſe minds I truſt are at times ſuſceptible of proper im- 
preſſions, who are not become ſlaves to the vanity and 
luſts of the world: and indeed it ſeems like the language of 
one that is entring upon the ſtage of life: Two things have 
J required of thee, deny me them not before I die! Remove far 


From me vanity and lies; give me neither poverty nor riches ; feed 
me with food convenient for me; left I be full and deny thee, and 


ſay, Who is the Lord? or leſt I be poor, and ſteal, and take the 
name of my God in vain ! 


Tur ſubſtance of this memorable requiſition hath appear'd 
to my mind, during the courſe of a long ſeries of obſervations 


of men, and times; with regard to its import in point of 


religion, 
Prov. xxx, 7, 8, 9, a 


5 
religion, virtue, the love and peace of Go; as including 
indeed, all that is good and neceſſary for our ſafe conduct 


and ſupport through this life, to that completion of happi- 
neſs, end the final reward of the righteous. | 


#7 28 . ſome be able to prefer a petition to a power 
wmaey have no truſt ? who would gladly be 
| are much better pleas'd with, ſharing a crown 
of wick! 4 proſperity i in this world, than with the proſpect of 
a crown of pure and perfect felicity, in a ſtate of endleſs fu- 
turity. 


O rhar parents would timely and vigilantly exert them- 
ſelves to raiſe early impreſſions in the tender minds of their 
children, in order to fix deeply the chriſtian doctrine, with all 
its glorious conſequences; firmly perſuading and convincing 
them, that they are under the immediate notice of that Being, 
who is ever unſpeakably good, and gracious; and informing 
them, that he is cloathed with every aweful, reverential attri- 
bute; as being perfectly wiſe, powerful and good, yet ſtrictly 
juſt; that he is the maker of us all; and that he delights to 
be called upon by us, with the tender and endearing appella- 
tion of, Our father, who art in heaven.” 


WHEREFORE, under the deep and reverent ſenſe of the cer- 
tainty of his continual preſence and providence, let us be ever 
J careful, ever earneſtly deſirous to conſtitute a part of his 
. children. and family, in this our probationary ſtate; that as we, 
4 by our rank in the creation, belong to the order of ſpirits ; we 
may aſſuredly hope to join the cherubim and ſeraphim, in the 

habitations of glory and peace, by our now becoming mem- 
.þers of his militant church ; and may, when our warfare ſhall 
be accompliſhed, unite with the chorus of his triumphant 
hoſts, 


6: #-) 3 
hoſts, in the language and tribute of grateful adoration and 
praiſe. 


AnD indeed without this bleſſed hope, we are of all crea 
F 5 . tures, the moſt miſerable ! being daily ſurrounded, with 
| tamentation and woe! combating with ſecret ok 

treſſes! and encountring, from the cradle to the” on 
petual ſucceſſion and variety of afflictions! We 7 

fore truly ſay, if our hopes were only fixed upon the tranſitory 

and fleeting pleaſures of this life, we ſhould be of all the ani- 

mal creation, the moſt miſerable! But we are aſſured, that 

nothing leſs than Gop himſelf, is the infinite and endleſs reward 

"Mb of all that diligently and conſtantly ſolicit him to the following 

purpoſe.—T wo things have I required of thee, deny me them nor 

* 5 8 before Idie; remove far from me, vanity, and lies; give me neither 
a poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me, leſt I bs 
a + full, and deny thee, and ſay, who is the Lord? or teſt I ” poor, 

| aud. ſteal, and take the name of my God in vain | 


Waricn is as if the Prophet had ſaid, Thou art my father, 
the author of my being; I made nothing myſelf, but am 
* wholly and entirely the offspring of thy power and workman- 
„ ſhip of thy hands: thou knoweſt therefore what is beſt and 
e fitteſt for me; and what can I require elſe from the hands of 
<« thee, O my Gop ! than thy preſervation out of the dangers of 

<« thoſe oppoſite extremes in life; thy guidance in the middle 
« path of ſafety and innocence, and the enjoyment of thy ap- 
« probation and favour in my walking therein.” 


His mind was doubtleſs deeply impreſs'd with the awful- 
neſs and eſſential ſubject of his petition; and the removing far 
from him vanity and lies ſeems to conſtitute a very conſiderable 
part of it. But too many of us, deviating from this one moſt 

important 


„ 


Important point, are daily inclin'd to wander in the broad 


path of vanity and folly, and prone to miſtake it for the path 


of peace; till oftentimes the ſtroke of adverſity, of pain of 
body, or affliction of mind, convinceth iꝝ part, and, if unre- 


formed, that of Death may fully convince us, when too late ! 
of this moſt fatal miſtake, 


Tur Prophet ſaw into the propriety of that frame of mind, 
which utters the language dictated by divine wiſdom : * Truſt 
in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own un- 
derftanding : inaſmuch as his gracious ſuperintendency and mer- 


ciful notice of his creatures is ſuch as even + taketh in the ends of 


the earth; and daily affordeth us the cleareſt manifeſtation o 

his goodneſs here, as it hath evidently pointed out to us that 
glorious path which leads to ſafety and eternal peace. . But va- 
nity and lies have too frequently eſtranged the mind, drawn it 
off from heavenly objects and heavenly cares, and fix'd its at- 
tention upon things wholly unworthy the notice of an immor- 
tal ſpirit. Under the ſeducing influence of vanity and lies, 
men have been frequently led to purſue many things agreeable 
to their own wiſhes and imagined intereſts, without the leaſt 


regard paid to juſtice and equity. 


I May poſſibly obſerve an explanation and diſtinction of the 


two ſtates asI go on, which Agur ſeems to refer to, viz. The 
diſtreſs and miſery of the poor, on the one hand; and the va- 
nity and pride of heart, too frequently ape! in the rich, 


on the other. 


Were the lives of men deſigned to be wholly alienated from 

a ſtate of juſtice and virtue, and entirely inſtructed and fixed 
in the maxims and manners of this world, ſingly to be taught 
| | to 


+ Iſai. xlv. 22. Prov. 3. iv. 


Ts 


C4 


to conſider it as the chief end of their exiſtence, there would 
then be ſome excuſe for uſing every ſpecies of art in joining 
houſe to houſe, and laying field to field, *till there be no place, that 
they may be ſeated as it were alone in the midſt of the earth: but 
now, as the great deſign of him who judgeth the earth, and 
rewardeth the righteous, hath been abundantly manifeſted and 


denounced to ſuch as thus counter- act it, they who are in- 


truſted with riches will appear the more inexcuſable for their 
unbounded avarice, and can have nothing to plead in favour 
of their violation of his plain and clear intentions reſpecting 
mankind. It will all at laſt be found vanity and lies, without 
virtue; without a faithful dedication of their hearts to the re- 
vealed will of Gop. It is an obſervation of the preacher that 
+ God giveth to man that is good in his fight wiſdom, and know- 


ledge, and joy — but to the ſinner he giveth travel; to gather and 


to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before Cod. And 
though he who is too unmindful of his creator, may have 
erected edifices that appear to the eye of the ſpectator as if 
they would ſtand for ages, and may call them by his own name; 
yet even in this view, without virtue, he 1s, in the ſenſe of 
Agur, a lyar to himſelf: he thinks he hath ſecured happineſs, 
when the frame of his mind is the reverſe of it ; fixt proba- 
bly in a ſtate of excluſion, from what may be juſtly deemed 
true and ſubſtantial happineſs; or any acquiſition, which will 
be acceptable and well-pleaſing in the ſight of Gop. In this 

circumſtance therefore he is a lyar. The by-ſtander indeed, 
who ſees him in the free enjoyment of afluence, and taking his 

eaſe, in appearance, in the fullneſs of his heart, may be ready 


to conclude ſuch a one happy, by being unacquainted with his 


ſecret griefs ; whereas many of his moments, if their true ſtate 


could be penetrated into, would appear like thoſe diſtreſſed 
ones of the king of Iſrael; who, when he was ſeated in the 
| B ner 


® Ifa. 5. viii. — + Eccleſ. 2. xxvi. 
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height of his ſplendor, magnificence, and royalty, * rent ds . 
clothes; put on ſackcloth, fasted, and lay in ſackcloth, and went 


ſoftly.. 


Lazovn therefore after righteouſneſs, rather than to + lay up 
for yourſelves treaſures upon earth , where moth and ruſt doth cor- 
rupt, and where thieves break through and ſteal; that by ſuch 
timely and prudent application, ye may lay up for yourſelves 
treaſures in Heaven; where neither moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through and ſteal. 


Vr riſing youth, whoſe minds are open to the dictates of 
I that wiſdom which is from above, and to the juſt and tender | 
ſentiments which it inſpires. Be your enquiries to the follow- | 
ing purpoſe, frequent as they are important, What am I? 
«© Who made me? To what purpoſe was I created?” dedicate 
your moments to the real purpoſes of life, pay not too great a 
regard to any proſpects or temptations of this world; fix not 
your attention upon its maxims and propoſed intereſts, which, 
when they become our idols, do but deceive and deprive us of 
infinitely greater; beware of being ſeduced by the out-goings 
of your own minds; let not things that are tranſient and pe- 
riſhing gain too great a poſſeſſion of your hearts and affections; 
nor ever neglect the following intereſting petition, Remove 
far from me vanity and ties, and remember that he is the guide, 
helper, and director of all them that put their truſt in him. 


iy Give me neither poverty nor riches; I readily conclude that in _ * 
4 5 the firſt part of this petition all would willingly join; but riches 4 

| | are moſt apt to lay hold of our hearts and affections: many 

1} indeed are the promiſes to the poor, || hom the Lord will de- 


liver when he crieth, even him that hath no Helper; they are fre- 
_ quently 


a, 


® 1 Kings xxl. 27. + Mat. vi. 19. 20. f James lit. 17, Pſal. Ixxii. 13. 


WY 


of quently encouraged to hope; while the rich, if they miſ-ap- 


ply the riches committed to their truſt, we are aſſured by di- 
vine authority, will be conſtrained to weep and how! : they en- 
joy the bleſſing and bounty of Heaven, which they ought to 
apply to the nobleſt purpoſes, particularly the relief of their di- 
ſtreſſed brethren, * in as much as ye have done it unto one of the 
leaſt of theſe my brethren, (ſaith our Saviour) ye have done it unto me. 
For which purpoſe he hath committed to ſome a larger ſhare of 
temporal enjoyments ; which ought to be a ſtriking motive, a 
neceſſary incitement to well-doing: but alas! inſtead of it, too 
frequently wealth becomes ſubſervient to the purpoſes of pride, 


luxury, and wickedneſs : and therefore, our Lorp remarks in 


another place, + how hard it is for a rich man to enter into the 
' kingdom of Heaven. And the apoſtle James ſays, Þ go 10 now ye 
rich men, weep and howl, for your miſeries that ſball come upon 
you; your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth eaten; 


your gold and ſilver is cankered, and the ruſt of them ſhall be a wit. 


neſs againſt you; the hire of the labourers which have reaped down 
your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud crieth; the cries of 


them which have reaped, have entered into the ears of the Lord of 
Sabaotb. | 


Ir the extent of thy ſtewardſhip, O man! is increaſed, thy 
obligations to thy maſter are ſtill greater; if thou haſt receiv- 
ed additional bleſſings from the Gop of bounty, it is a truſt 
which calleth upon thee to diſtribute with an unſparing hand. 


© then, ye who are thus favoured ! maintain a ſteady endea- 
your to diſcharge your duty in the ſight of your Creator; de- 


ceive not yourſelves with a belief that happineſs conſiſteth in 
the multitude of your poſſeſſions, ſince they bring with them 
their dangers as well as obligations to duty; but like fountains 


of water which ſupply the little ſtreams, ¶ be ready to diſtribute, 


B 2 willing 


Mat. xxv. 40. Mat. xix. 23, 24- Mark x. 23. I James v. 1. [1 Tim. 
17, 18, 19. 
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( 12 ) 
willing to communicate: this being the way to lay up in ſtore 
for yourſelves a good foundation againſt the time to come; that ye 
may lay hold on eternal life. 


I rave known ſome men, and even women, who have 
thought the ground ſcarce worthy to receive the preſſure of 


their feet ; diveſted of all the ties and tenderneſs of humanity, 


and wholly puft up with vanity and lies; but as the reign of 
ſuch is ſhort, and not even then without its pains, and their 
end miſerable, as in many parts of the ſacred records we are 
aſſured ; may there be none ſuch here preſent ; on the contrary, 
let it be a part of your conſtant care, not only to feel the 
diſtreſſes of others, but to viſit, and be convinced, and in a 
manner ſhare the neceſſities of the poor and needy ; to ſoften 
the anguiſh of their afflicted minds, to alleviate their hidden 
griefs, and to dry up the eyes of thoſe that weep ; and the 
tears which ſtream, © as faithful ſtewards of the manifold Grace 


<« of Cod; having fervent charity; knowing that charity ſhall cover 


% multitude of fins. Uſing hoſpitality one towards another with- 
&« out grudging; in proportion as ye have received the gift, removing 
“far from you vanity and lies; and contenting yourſelves with 
being fed with food that is convenient for you.” = 


Son that are preſent, may think this unreaſonable doctrine, 


and be ready to reply, I have a family to provide for, and 
e therefore I muſt embrace every opportunity of acquiring, 
e and laying up all my acquiſitions in ſtore for them; and 
« ſhould I neglect the preſent, the like may never happen 


e again in the courſe of my life.” 


Svcn or the like arguments are often too readily taken up, 
and obſtinately urged, in oppoſition to the moſt important 


concern; to the unſpeakable prejudice of themſelves, of the 


| diſpoſitions 
* 1 Pet. iv. 8, 9, 10. | 


—— 
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_ diſpoſitions and morals of their children in particular, and of 
human ſociety in general: how quick is the tranſition of many 
from a ſtate of health to the grave! * © Thou fool! this night 

ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee !” was formerly pronounced 
to one of this kind by the great judge of all men. Conſider 
then, it may be thy caſe; and art thou prepared againſt thy 
dying hour, to render him ſuch an account, as will then ſup- 

Port thee, and juſtify thee in thy claim to the inheritance of 
his everlaſting kingdom, by thy having faithfully ſought it, 
and attended to the conditions thereof, preferably to all the 
deareſt objects of this uncertain, and momentary ſtate of ex- 
iſtence ? 


I am fully of opinion, many who run after the world with 
open mouth, and that mouth ſcarce ever clos'd, *till death 
cloſes it; could they be induced to yield ſome of their pre- 
cious moments to timely and ſerious reflection; would endea- 
vour to withdraw themſelves from tranſitory things, at -leaſt 
before their laſt moments of life; and in ſome meaſure, pre- 
| pare (after this manner) to meet their Gop, 


Tuxy would now and then retire, for a ſhort ſpace at leaſt, 
from the world, before they entirely left it; frequently ſit 
down, and ſeriouſly turn their view towards another world, 
another ſtate of being, into which. they can never hope to 


carry wealth, or honours; toward that approaching dread. 
2 of righteouſneſs, where theſe will gain no favour. 


Wax we take a ſurvey of the wield and look back chro 
the generations that are paſt, we ſee that the love of vanity, 
wealth, and grandeur, hath prov'd from time to time the ruin 
even of the faireſt empires and monarchies, which have been 


ever erected on the face of the earth: ove reformation after 
another, 
Luke xii, 20. | 


„ 
another, and one | ſtate after another, have been deſtroy'd, 


from the pride and diſſipation inherent in the minds of governors 
and teachers. | 


How ought this conſideration to humble the hearts, and 
redouble the vigilance of ſuch as are placed in exalted ſtations ! 


I nope and truſt our love, as a people in general, hath not 
been confined peculiarly to ourſelves; but extended, as it 
ought to be, to all our fellow creatures; to relieve poverty 


and diſtreſs, according to our abilities; to prevent and reclaim 


from the infinite danger and harms of impiety, -and to encou- 
rage every kind of real virtue. 


Troven ſome families may have turn'd aſide into the ſtate 
of the world, and become engroſſed with the love of its plea- 
ſures and enjoyments; yet many others, I hope, and believe, 
have denied themſelves ; have /aid hold of the good word of 
life; and under its influence, purſued the one thing needful. 
Tho? ſome have declined, and even refuſed, the ſubjection due 
to their maker, as if they had aſked with inſolence, Who 
« is this Lox, that he ſhould reign over our hearts?“ and 
had added, © We know no power equal to that of getting 
<« wealth, and honours ;”---yet others have not departed from 
the obligations of fear and love ; but have made proper re- 
flections, paid juſt reſpect to the great author of their being; 
and manifeſted it by a ſteady watchfulneſs in conduct, which 
J moſt earneſtly deſire, may become the happy caſe of every 
one of my fellow creatures. 


Tux preſent ſolemn occaſion is an important leſſon of in- 
ſtruction to us all! The de parture of the diſembodied ſoul, 
from 


1 
from this world, to another; which methinks ſhould entirely 


prevent our ſetting too great a value upon all temporal poſ- 
ſeſſions. 


I nave ſometimes been preſent in a dying hour; I have 
been preſent at a ſcene of humbling diſtreſs ; I have ſeen in 
ſome, the cloſing period of a regular life of virtue : yet ſuch 
a life, as on account of outward poverty, had been deſpiſed 
and over looked---a whole life ſpent, in which its happieſt mo- 
ments would have paſt for miſerable, in the minds of thou- 
ſands : yet when they have finiſhed their courſe, they have ex- 


|  Perienced triumphant joy, in the bleſſed hope and aſſurance 


of eternal life! through the merits of their dear redeemer. 


I Have alſo beheld, on the other hand, the habitations of 
ſplendour exhibit a mournful ſcene of diſtreſs, \far different 
from the former! Then, when the ſolemn approach of death 
hath begun to appear, attended with all its tremblings and fear- 
ful apprehenſions of an after ſtate ! when the ſoul, agonizing 
inits pains, hath viewed things in a far different light to what 
it had before done, when even the riches, in which it had long 
truſted, fell ſhort of giving the leaſt ſatisfaction : no hope 
of future happineſs afforded to the poſſeſſor! but, on the con- 
trary, a gloomy proſpect of deſpair ; of an eternal ſtate of mi- 
ſery ! of this have I been made a ſorrowful witneſs, that ſome 
have gone out of the world, without God; without hope; 
without one comfortable reflection from the ſacred ranſom of 
a dying ſaviour ! 


| In vain have they ardently wiſhed, in an expiring hour, 
.. that they might have been permitted to lengthen out their al- 
lotment of life, a little longer; that they might have but a 
ſhort ſpace o added time afforded them, for the important 


urpoſe 
* Eph. ii. 12. F 


„ 

purpoſe of repentance, and amendment of ud; for feeding tbe 
hungry, - cloathing the naked, and vijſfting the ft; virtues, 
to which they had no pretence, in any of their paſt hours, 
and which then it proved too late for them to attain, however 
neceſſary, for their ſtanding approved at the juſt Judgment, 
to which they were approaching. 


Mar we all therefore learn inſtruction, from examples like 
theſe ; and derive ſuch advantage from this preſent ſolemnity ; 
ſeeking and embracing the good word of life, and ever ſted- 
faſtly adhering to it, ſo long as we continue in mutability. 


May we never withdraw ourſelves, from watchful attention, 
to the guidance of divine providence ; never indulge ourſelves 
in arrogance, or truſt too much to the rectitude of our own 
hearts; but * pray without ceaſing, that we may be enabled to 
+ do works meet for repentance ; and thereby attain an eternal 
inheritance in the kingdom of Gop ! 


Once more ſuffer me to intreat you, my friends, in great 
good will, often ſeriouſly to reflect upon the importance of the 
petition which I have thus far endeavoured to enforce “ Twp 
« things have I required of thee, O Lord] deny me them not before 
« die.“ As I am fully ſatisfied it is not and will not be ſuffi- 
cient for me, though I ſhould ſtand ever ſo eminently high, on 
the account of riches, or honors, in the eſteem or applauſe of 
men; Remove therefore, far from me vanity and lies; giving 
« me neither poverty nor riches; but feed me, I pray thee, with food 
e convenient for me, left I be full, and deny thee, and ſay, Who is 
« the Lord? jo leſt I be poor and feal, and take the name of my 
« God in Vain.” 

. EveR 
® 1 Theff. v. 17. + Mat. iii. 8. 
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Evxk beware of the firſt admiſſion of evil. Guard the ave- 

nues of your hearts; make it your peculiar ſtudy ſo to number 

your days, as to * apply your hearts unto wiſdom; and to advance 

therein keep the account of your paſſing moments with greater 

exactneſs than you would wiſh to do of your moſt important 
temporal concerns. 


is an uſual ſaying, That ſhort reckonings make long 
friends: continue this ſhort and frequent reckoning; ever 
eſteeming the numbering of your days aright, to be the moſt 
neceſſary and bleſſed exerciſe; that hereby ye may be in a con- 
tinual readineſs for your final removal, how ſudden ſoever it 
may be Haag 


Sour 05 you are doubtleſs truly ſenſible of the importance 
of thus acquiring the divine favour; continue to * keep your 
heartsrin. this frame with all diligence, for out of them pro- 
ceed the. iſſues, of life : remember too that as we are a people 
who haye. been frequently blamed for departing from ſet forms, 
how neceſſary therefore it is for us all to keep up, in the very 
innermoſt receſſes of our hearts, the daily ſacrifices of prayer 
and praiſe, of fervent mental ſupplications, reverently to offer 
them to the + Father. who ſeeth in ſecret and rewardeth openly : 
and let us never forget, that if the mind once gets off its 
guard, and relaxes in its earneſt purſuit of the divine favour, 
the enemy is then moſt watchful to enter and to ſeduce. May 
you all therefore keep within the verge of innocency; and ever 
let your morning oblations, and evening ſacrifices, accompany 
your ſpirits to the throne of grace. 


YE riſing tender youth, of whom there is a number in this 
city, for whoſe welfare I am at this time, and believe ſhall 
ever remain, anxiouſly ſolicitous: 

C | Mar 
* Pſal. xc, 12. f Prov. iv. 23. f Math, vi. 6. 
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Mav grace, mercy and peace, attend you through the ſuc- 
ceeding ſteps of your lives! May the Father of infinite mer- 
cy ſtill accompany your ſpirits! May you live in the perfect 
love and fear of him; making conſtant, daily enquiry into 
your immortal ſtates; always remembering that you muſt one 
day fall beneath the ſtroke of death ! May your evening and 
morning ſacrifices, therefore, of fervent prayer, and of a 
ſincere and ſtedfaſt devotion, be conſtantly directed up to your 
Creator! Aſſuring yourſelves that in caſting your care upon, 
and truſting in him; he will remember you in his divine love; 
that he will * remove vanity and lies far from you, and feed you 
with food convenient for you; that in bleſſing he will bleſs you; 
and in multiplying he wwill multiply his favours toward you 
crowning you in the end ＋ with joy unſpeakable, and ful of glory * / 

To conclude, let us all treaſure up in our eee 
1 retain this comfortable aſſurance, Verily there Is a wright 
the righteous; ; verily there is a God, that judgeth in _ cath. on 


8.101. 93 

Gen. xxii. 17. Pet. i. 8 f 
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7 be following PRAY K R va. | delivered, before the i en- 
® clufion of the meeting, ” the ſame Preacher, 


thou moſt glorious and holy one! that we preſume 
to have recourſe ; and with the deepeſt humility 
GOT and reſignation of mind, to acknowledge thy 
——_ bleſſings, and the diffuſion of thy wiſdom and good- 
_ neſs, with gratitude, reverence and feeling ſubmiſſion! As 
Thou beſt knoweſt what is beſt for us, we beg that we may be 
continually favour'd with thy providential and fatherly diſpen- 
ſations; and with that mercy which ſanRifies them, which 
renders them moſt highly inſtructive and ufeful to us: that 
hence we may enjoy inward peace in the time of outward trou- 
ble: we beſeech Thee thus to carry on and compleat our ſanc- 
tification and ſalvation, that in thy appointed time, we may at- 
tain an “ an endleſs inheritance with the ſaints in light. 


ee Fr is unto Thee, the author of all our mercies, 


Wr humbly requeſt that + all things may work together for 
good to thoſe that are afflicted: may they profitably liſten to 
the inſtructive voice of affliftion; and thoſe who enjoy proſpe- 
rity; alike improve, from the language of every merey ! 
C 2 | ESTABLISH 
* Col. 1. 12. ft Rom. viii. 28. 


#08 


ESTABLISH us, we pray Thee, upon the holy immoveable 
foundation of thy ever-bleſſed and unchangeable truth ; Thou 
that haſt been with us, and remember'd us; and haſt open'd 
our hearts for thy admiſſion, through the virtue of thy hea- 
venly power and divine love. We pray Thee, in the name 


and ſpirit of thy dear ſon, to direct us in the ſeveral ſucceed- 


ing ſteps of our lives; to preſerve us in an humble dependance 
and holy truſt in thy power: and may we be continually fa- 
vour'd to make mention of thy name with joy and gladneſs of 


heart. 


Lay thy hand, we pray Thee, upon ſuch as are captivated 
with vanity and lies, before ny depart hence, and be ſeen of 
men no more; to lead them * out of darkneſs into thy marvel- 
lous light : let the voice of the holy ſpouſe reach the immor- 
tal part, in ſuch, with that comfortable and refreſhing langu- 
age, Ariſe my love, my fair one come away.” Lead them, 
we pray, yet further and further, in the + path of righteouſneſs, to 
Þ the perfetting of bolineſs in thy fear; and let thy rod and thy ftaff, 
evermore, 8 comfort ihem therein; that they may not lag behind, 
as in the wilderneſs; but in humble ſteady obedience, perſevere, 
with holy circumſpection; being thankful for all thy providential 
diſtributions, and ever patiently pronouncing the divine lan- 


guage of: Thy will be done ! 


ENABLE thy miniſters, with power and authority, .to exalt 
thy name with additional ſtrength ; that through their faithful 
labours, as inſtruments in thy hand, thy ſacred light may ariſe 
and abundantly. ſpread upon the habitations of darkneſs ! O 
moſt gracious being! Thou that & workeſt in us to wil! and to 


do, according to thy good pleaſure, we l Thee, bring all 
to 


br 


® 1 Pet. ii. 9. + Prov. viii. 20. f 2 Cor. ii. 1. || Pal. 23. 4. § Phil. ii. 13. 
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to thy temple; and enable them acceptably to. worſhip Thee 
therein. Humble their hearts in full obedience to thy word, 

* lead them in the way everlaſting! Let the firſt dawn of their 
morning, the whole courſe of their day, and the cloſe of their 
evening +. De continually directed towards Thee! 


O Tnov ! by whom the voice of ſupplication, is with all 
_ readineſs admitted, even from the unworthieſt of thy crea- 
_ tures ! grant that over ſea and land, + the dead in heart, in treſ- 
paſſes and fins, may hear thy word, feel its power in Þ raiſing 
them to newneſs of life, and be 'finally admitted to the fellow- 
ſhip and communion of ſaints in thy kingdom ! 


For thy great name's ſake, and for thy dear Son's ſake, re- 
member all the inhabitants of this city; and thoſe, in particu- 
lar, that are now met in this place: that, through the favour 
of thy light and help, they may move in their ſeveral claſſes 
agreeable to the injunctions of thy holy word. Do Thou, we 

pray Thee, animate and preſerve thy miniſters, elders, and 
heads of families; may they || be ſober, and hope to the end; diſ- 
charging their duties to Thee, themſelves, their houſholds, 
and the public; having on & e helmet of ſalvation, the breaſt- 
plate of righteouſneſs, the ſhield of faith, and ſword of the ſpirit; 
and having their feet ſhod, with the preparation of the goſpel f 
peace. 


79, "EW 
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SPEAK peace, we beſeech Thee, O ſovereign author of 
peace ! to all that ** are labouring and heavy laden; + toſſed and 
not comforted ; ſtill the perturbations of their minds, when 
ariſing and ſwelling, like the raging waves of the ſea; Þ though 
the waves toſs and roar, let them not prevail and paſs over them. 
Now 
© Pſal. CXXXIX. 24. 1 ii. 1. f Rom. vi. 4. _|| 1 Pet. i. 13. 5 Eph, 
vi. 15, 16, 17, ** Mat. xi. 28, + Iſai. liv 11. || Jer. v. 22. 
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Now to Thee, whoſe goodneſs, mercy, and narvtibs 

power, the tongues and thoughts of the moſt grateful and 

perfect of thy creatures here below, have ever fallen ſhort of 
expreſſing or conceiving ; to Thee, with the immaculate lamb, 
the ſon of thy boſom, be deſervedly and juſtly aſcribed, as is 
moſt due, all. honour and glory through the ſucceeding pilgri- 
mage of our lives ; and when we ſhall no longer remain ſojour- 
ners here ypon earth, may we be admitted to continue the in- 
exhauſtible theme, in the boundleſs habitations of thy everlaſt- 
ing glory, world withoux end. Amen. | 
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The following. Sermon was preached at the Quarterly Meet- 


ing at French- Hay, near Briftol,. May 26, » 1707 7, in 
the morning. 


* 4 geren bee is- my — — my Spouſe, a Jpring Hout up, 4 
ann ſeal d. 


HE 3 book of 93 is underſtood. and, 
98 taken in the way of ſimilitude, or metaphor, ſetting 
7 2 N forth that cloſe connection, that near and dear re- 

* lation, which eternally. ſubſiſts between CHRIST 
and his church; and in this ſenſe it certainly conveys inſtrue- 
tion, very profitable, as well as very delightful, to that mind 
which hath dedicated itſelf to the * and obedience of him, 
its only ede Lobo. 


+ The Church i 18 3 fountain. of Gardens; which: ſeems tor 
me very evidently to imply that incloſed collected ſtrength, 
beauty, regularity; thoſe conſolatory refreſhments ; that ſteady 
firmneſs of thought, unity of heart, and divine affection, 
which becomes a people that well underſtand what is meant 
by the ſolemn injunction of 4 girding up the. loins.of their minds : 
well appriz'd of the ſtate of tbeir pilgrimage; of the nature, end 
and deſign of their being; of the neceſſity of  watchfulneſs unto 


prayer; of having their minds brought into, and eſtabliſhed in, 
the lovely order of the goſpel ; their loins girded; their faculties... 
circumſcribed, and directed to the proper purpoſe, the great 


Cant. iv, 12. f iv. 15. 1 1 Pet. i, 13. $1 Pet. iv. 7. l 
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and glorious end of their being ; within the limits of that holy 
frame of mind, which hath * a fountain of gifts, preparatory 
to every kind of uſeful ſervice, for the comfort of individuals, 
and the united benefit of the whole body ; ever abiding in the 
+ fear of the Lord, which is the beginning of wiſdom : the moſt 
perfect wiſdom, by which the mind is 508 clean, and preſerved 
in its proper cloathing. 


17 For the Fear of the Lord, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it, I is clean, 
| and endureth for ever: and if this fear continues to reſt upon 
our minds, it will aſſuredly keep them clean; and more and 
more illuminate them to diſcern the propriety and fitneſs of 
1 this language of CnrisT to his church: A garden incloſed is ny 
[1 1% : ſiſter, my ſpouſe, my church; erected and preſerved by my power 
| my followers united to me, and all dear to one another, $ © 4 
« royal prieſthood, a 509 vcd 4 F _ zealous of good 


a | | Wu 6 works.” 
5 May we therefore all ſeparately, each for ourſelves, attend 
= to this ſtate, and become acquainted with ' that degree of re- 
ih [| ſemblance of ſuch an incloſed garden which we bear, in the 
12 ſight of him, who at one view, ſees the ſeveral conditions of 
bi * men, and beholds the ſtate of his whole creation ! ” 8 
4 | Ir we are incloſed, of what nature 1s our anclofiiee ? ſince 


nothing leſs will become our ſufficient defence, than the ſur- 
rounding arm of the Almighty ! He is the ſtrength of every 
individual that nghtly truſts in him: Their ſituation is aptly 
deſcribed in holy writ, in many parts of it, by a variety of live- 
ly and beautiful figures; as here, by that of @ garden cloſed, 


or || Pee of „ They likewiſe joyfully experience, in 7 
this 
Prov. i, 7, and 9. 10. + James i W, 13, &. 4 Pſalm xix, 9. F 1 Pet. 


ii. 9. l Cant. iv. 15 
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rhis ſenſe of the text, what was meant by the ſong that was 
predicted to be ſung in the land of Judab, when the divine 
' covenant ſhould happily cement, and incloſe that ' favour'd 
eople in a ſtate of * innocence, integrity and love, enjoying 
together the laſting and unutterable ſweets of divine protection 
and Peace. * In that day ſhall this ſong be ſung in the land of Ju- 
dab; we have a ftrong city; ſalvation wwill God appoint for walls 
and bukwarks : and I cannot but entreat that all preſent, who 
are come to years of mature conſideration, eſpecially, may 
obey the call of Gop; come out of a ſtate of ſin, and neglect 
of duty, and become + fellow-citizens with the ſaints of this 
City ; a city that hath Þ ſure foundations, being built upon that 
rock, which § the gates of hell have never been able to prevail 


againſt. 


O vov that are in the bloom of life, and ſurrounded: with 
the impetuous waves of divers paſſions; who continue yet 
- uncorrected, unrefined by divine grace; may you diligently 
and ſeriouſly reflect upon your extream want of reſemblance 
to the garden incloſed; and of anſwering thereby the gracious 
deſign of your maker concerning you! May you be di- 
rected || by the fill ſmall voice, which the Loxp Gop will make 
uſe. of, and meet you with ** in the garden; in order to re- 
claim you, and to draw you to himſelf! May all that ſtand 
in ſlippery places, make him their refuge, that they may know 
him, to calm every tumult in the mind; to crown them 
with the joys of obedience; and to direct their ſteps aright 
thro life, to his honour, and their own true and laſting 


happineſs ! = 
D May 


» Iſaiah xxvi, 1. + Eph. ii, 19. f Heb. xi, 14. $ Mat. xvi, 18. 
[| 1 Kings, xix, 12. ** Gen. iii, 8. <4 8 I 


groaning captivity, and crying diſtreſs! and have been un- 
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May all who mourn for want of a place of reſt, attain 
this happy fituation, all who are ready to cry out as one for- 
merly did, © Joe is me that I ſojourn in Meſhech, and dwell 
in the tents of Kedar.” Woe is me for this ſtate of wickedneſs, 
with which I. am now on every ſide ſurrounded; both that 
of my own, and that of others round about me who are 
ready to fear + the harveſt is paſt, the ſummer is ended: and 
that. they are not gathered into the city walled with ſalvation; 
or the garden inclaſed with divine 88 with united and 
unfading joy 


I ors better things for thoſe whoſe concern ſometimes ap- 
pears likely to become more than they are able to bear, even 
a concern, leſt they ſhould be excluded from an inheritance 


with the ſanctified. 


HFH that of old inade I the mountains tip like rams, and the 
little hills lite tambs, for the miraculous preſervation of his 
people, even when they had begun to deſpair of their delive- 
rance ; can ſtill equally effect the like glorious work in reſto- 
ring the deſponding, the broken in heart ; that, having been 
too much off their watch, have from thence been the more 
ſubject to be F 70ſt about by every wind of doctrine, and cunning 
craftineſs of men ; whereby they lie in wait to deceive. Know 
that though your own reſolutions, your own ſtrength, and 
wiſdom, have been inſufficient (in the days that are paſt) for 
your ſecurity ; and perhaps the ſtrongeſt reſohations, that you 
have hitherto made, have been written in duſt ; ſo that the 
next gale of temptation hath blown them away ; and you 
have hence been carried further and further, into a ſtate of 


| able 
* Pſalm exx, 5: f Jer, viii, 1 Pſalmexiv, 4: 5 Eph. iv. 12. 
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able to lift up your heads in the day of trial: know, that the 

_ duly humble and repenting ſinner hath ever been graciouſly 
 receiv'd; and the diffident have become cloathed with: divine 
ſtrength, through the name and power of the Logp Jesvs ; 
their minds have been brought into a holy frame, I en- 
tered within the celeſtial incloſure and defence. 8 


O that the A of Iſrael would come out of Sion, then 
Hould Facob rejoice, and Ijfrael ſhould be right glad. This hath 
been the ſacred language of individuals that have at times 
been toſt in uncertainty, diſtreſſed in vanity, wickedneſs and 
diſappointment ; who, notwithſtanding, have been at laſt hap- 
pily fixed within the habitation of the holy city, or garden in- 
cloſed; through a fteady perſeverance and ſtrong reſiſtance, 
though in the night ſeaſon; like Jacob, who as a prince, 
* prevailed with God and with men. So the ſincere, the penitent 
ſinner, in his reſolute and patient conflict, imploring and rely- 
ing on divine help, will at length obtain an aſſured victory, to 
his great joy, and _—_—— of nenn to the author of 
all his mercies. | 


A Garden incleſed is my ſiſter, my ſpouſe; ah, too unthinking 
youth ! how widely different from this ſtate is too many of 
your's! To you appears particularly applicable that antient 
call from Gop, ＋ Keep filence before me, ob ye iſlands! I 
beſeech you,. in this your time of danger, when your 
minds may be compared to floating iſlands, blown upon and 
coverd with a ſucceſſion of waves, ſurrounded with tempta- 
tions of various kinds, that are perpetually withdrawing you 
from that moſt precious intereſt, which Cuxisr hath purchaſed 

D 2 for 


* Gen: xxxii, 28. + Ifaiah xli, i. 


( 
for you in tbe garden incloſed ; J beſeech you, that you main- 
tain a ſteady dependance upon him; that ye be vigilant in your 
purſuit after eternal enjoyments; that ye ſtand upon your 
guard againſt the wiles of the grand enemy to your ſalvation; 
remembring that even * when the ſons of God have met together, 
Satan hath preſented himſelf amongſt them. * 


Dor thy mind watch with holy diligence to prayer? being 


fervent in ſpirit, that though the enemy may endeavour to 


come in as a flood of corruption, and ſeek inceſſantly to draw 
thee from the ſtrong hold of that city, + whoſe walls are ſalva- 
tion, and whoſe gates are praiſe ; the arm of omnipotence may 
defend thee : know, thou art no farther guilty than as thou 
Joineſt with the temptation ; it is no ſin to be tempted ; the 
holy everlaſting bridegroom of the true church, was himſelf 
tried, proved, tempted before thee, time after time, by the 


ruler of the darkneſs of this world, the prince of the power of 


the air; yet he continued unmoved, unwearied ;. being ſup- 
ported and ſuſtained by the power of Gop : + He was like unto 
us in all things, fin only excepted ; he knows and is willing to ſuſ- 
tain them that are tempted ; and to encourage in the day of 
battle, every one that cleaveth unto, and calleth upon him, 
with full purpoſe of heart, in the whole courſe and conduct of 
his life: though he may be deeply proved, and may ſome- 
times be ready to cry out, Even though the gates of death, 
te may appear to be in motion againſt me, and juſt opening to 
receive me, yet if I die, Oh let it de at thy oy” 


Tuis hath been the tibiae of in in the day of temp- 
tation; and when the battle hath' been hot, they have known 
a ſecret hiding place, where the enemy could not prevail. 
Though he encountered the whole army of martyrs; though 

. they 
Job i, 6. Iſaiah lx. 18. f Heb. iv, 15. 5 


( 

a *- _* they were tempted, trod upon, buffeted and even crucified; 
yet it was never in his power to ſubdue them; they were ſtill 
ſuccour'd by the hand of the almighty; they were enabled to 
ſigbt the good fight of faith; to paſs through all their fiery 
trials with patience; and, in honour of their victory, are now | 
crowned® with glory ! 


How beautiful, how amiable, muſt be hoſe gardens incloſed, 

the riſing youth, in the vigour and prime of life ! when 

their minds are circumſcribed, and animated to piety ; when 

they have upon them the indubitable proofs of the handy 

work of Gop; ſtanding immoveably upright on the ſide of 

religion and virtue ; keeping out all the works of darkneſs, 
by walls of divine erection 


Ho excellent are theſe gardens incloſed! their converſation 
and behaviour, how edifying ! how exemplary ! how truly ho- 
nourable ! their admiſſion is ſure into + that glorious houſe, not 
made with hands, to a perpetual feſtival, an eternal fruition of 
the unſpeakably rich rewards of their good works, which they 
have been enabled to perform, to the glorifying of their fa- 


ther who 1s in heaven. 


Tran ſuch a bleſſed ſociety as this, I know of antics that 
can poſſibly be deemed more amiable upon the face of the 
earth; nothing more conſiſtent with the deſign of heaven; or 
more reſembling its own happineſs, for thoſe that are young 
I to remember their creator in the days of their youth, with a con- 
tinual reverence; and to give up their hearts to him, in the 

perfection of love; for the moſt deſirable part of the whole 

creation to live thus, amidſt the bloom and luftre of the 
fpring time of life, is to conſtitute the beauty of holineſs ! the 
one great ornament of the garden of the Lord here on earth! 

| | d 6:2 


* 1 Tim. vi, 12. +2Cor.v. 1. I Eccleſ: xii, 2 
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Yr kad of families; ; fathers, mothers, and guardians, 


| that preſide over and ſuſtain the various relations in domeſtic. 


life ; ever carefully proſecute your own eternal happineſs, and 
the happineſs of all thoſe over whom you are placed i in charge! 
exhorting them in tender affection, and encouraging them by 
worthy example, to * ſet their affections on things above; watch- 
fully guarding, and even confining them, in order to preſerve 
them from all harms and corruptions of vice, as gardens in- 
cloſed within the limits of that holy fear, + which ig a foun- 
tain of life, that preſerves from the ſnares of death, and prepares 
for a crown of glory, in the regions of eternal felicity ! 


Wren the ties of nature become join'd with the ties of grace, 
and together reſt upon the minds of parents and guardians ; they 
cannot but be ſolicitous that their offspring and charge may be 
favoured in an eminent degree with divine preſervation : they 
would then earneſtly deſire to help them forward in their way, | 
being qualified to ſay to the riſing generation, © Follow me 
« as I follow CHRIST.“ I am perſuaded had this been more 
generally the caſe, had they themſelves, I ſay, really lived as 
gardens inclofed within the bounds of divine wiſdom and go- 
vernment, our chriſtian ſociety would have worn a different 
aſpect to what it now does. Could parents and heads of fami- 
lies from time to time have appealed to the ſearcher of hearts 
for the vprightneſs of their intentions, and the rectitude of 
their conduct in theſe moſt important concerns, then might 
they have faid with holy confidence, Lord] now. letteſt thou 
thy ſervant depart in peace; for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation ! 


Wnar think ye parents? ye that live as it were in a ſtate 
of ſtupefaction; what think ye of the important moment, 
when in 1 the fight of Gop, angels, and men, inquiſition for 
blood 


Col. iii, 2. T Prov. xiii, 14. 1 Luke i, 29, 30. 


85 „ 


blood ſhalt be made; what think ye of the preparation of 
rendering that account with; Joy, at the dread tribunal of final 
judgment? in which an enquiry into the diſcharge of your 
ſeveral· duties, in this reſpect, will moſt aſſuredly be made! 
----It is poſſible, and indeed I cannot but believe it conſiſtent 
with the goodneſs of the ſupreme being; chat, where the na- 
tural parents have been negligent in their diſcharge of this 
important truſt, and have conducted their offspring into by- 
ways and crooked paths, forgetful of the way that leadeth to 
life eternal; the everlaſting father hath not been wholly un- 
mindful of his children, thus abandoned to the wites of the 
' deſtroyer ; but hath frequently reached forth a kind hand to 
ſuch, and will continue to make up to them, who gratefully 
receive his kindneſs, and obey his voice, the deficiency of 
ſuch paſt parental care; even by the virtue of his living power 
in their hearts: in the mean time, the very criminal negle& of 
ſuch parents will, notwi this, draw down on them 
its own weight of condemnation : * the hand writing on the wall 
will ſtill remain againſt them; and, like wicked Belſbazzar, 
_ will be e in the: e and TR . 


„Menne it muſt be confeſt, and E am thoroughly ad, 
that all parents are not thus negligent : I cannot but remem- 
ber the ineſtimable father I had in early life; and above all 
things, his almoſt unexampled care and tenderneſs over his infant 
offspring. I well remember the very powerful and moving 
eloquence of deſcending. tears! when he collected his nume- 
rous family of little ones about him, and in the time of our 
extream tenderneſs, and very early years, how often he hath 
wept over us, when he hath been recommending us to the 
throne of rg though I cannot repeat the immediate lan- 


guage 


8 ® Dan. v. 5, 27. 


1 
guage he utter'd, upon theſe occaſions, which were ES ex-" 
WR intereſting to us all ! 


I waANDERED, as to myſelf indeed 1 may ſay, and 


ſtrayed from the garden incloſed, in many of the ſucceeding 


ſteps of my life: and even now ſtand as a monument of mercy 
emongſt you! whilſt I thus afreſh remember and recite this a- 
mazing inſtance of a tender parent's anxious and unabated 
care, for our preſervation out of the evils that abound in the 
world; for our having a ſafe place within the  incloſures, 
where * Chriſt feedeth his flock, ond n them to * at 


noon ! 


O FATHERS and mothers ! I beſeech you, by the mercies of 
Gop, and the ſolemn account you muſt one day cloſe with 
him ; that you lay this charge ſeriouſly to heart; ſtill offering 
up your humble petitions to the Father of light, that he will 
enable you, more and more, to inſtru& the children he hath 
bleſs'd you with, in the one thing needful; in order that being 
thus favour'd, thus enlightened and enlarged by his power, 


you may have nothing to do but die, when that time ſhall 


arrive; nothing to charge yourſelves with, in relation to the 
neglect of this great duty, when the meaſure of your days 
ſnall be accompliſh'd ; but may render up your accounts with 


Joy, and receive the beatific ſentence of + Well done good and 
faithful ſervant ; thou haſt been faithful in a little; I will make 


* ruler over more; auer thou Tito the j Jo of 9 K * 7 | 


A ! Garden induſed' is my Filer, my gel. —May we pay all — 
honour to the teſtimony of Car1sT reſpecting his church, both 
as individuals, as heads of families and parents of children: 
and more and more ſuſtain with diligence and propriety in all 
5 our 
Cant. i. 7. + Mat. xxv. 21. | 


— 


— 


Sur ſeveral ſtations the character of gardens incloſed, or be as | 


plants therein, of the Lord's own right hand planting ; plenti- 
fully adorn'd and enrich'd with all the good fruits of his own 
ſpirit; that we may be, as our fathers were in the day, when 
the Lorp rais'd them up, fed, and miraculouſly ſupported 
them! and may fervently pray, that Sion might ariſe, and 
ſhine, and ſhake herſelf from the duſt of the earth; and put on her 
beautiful garments! and that many amongſt us, who yet need 
it, might ſhake themſelves from thoſe outward things that a- 
dorn them; as they vainly imagine, that that divine beauty and 
luſtre which once conſpicuouſly ſhined upon and adorned our 
Sion, may again be reſtored, and continue to dwell amongſt 
us : and in order to this, may we ſtudy more and more the 
increaſe of righteouſneſs and true holineſs ; encouraging one 
another by good example and by tender counſel in the pur- 
ſuit thereof; as we cannot, conſiſtent with our love of Gop, 
be indifferent in our wiſhes for the happineſs and welfare of 
any of our fellow creatures; nor ſay of our brother, Let 
him alone, leave him to himſelf, it is ſufficient for me to 
„mind myſelf.” Since it is our immediate duty to watch 
over him; and to be ready, on every occaſion, tenderly to 
adviſe and aſſiſt, to prevent or ſupport him; and not anſwer 
the Lon p, when he ſhall require an account of his welfare 
from me; I Am I my brother's keeper ? | 


Ar this door, my friends, unſpeakable damage hath enter'd, 
and widely ſpread amongſt us as a people; even through this 
neglect, the grand deceiver hath the more eaſily broke into 
this and the other family; the power of ſeduction hath taken 
place; and many young people may be ſaid to have laid vio- 
lent hands on their own ſouls, and thoſe of others too, in their 
gradual ſtepping out of the garden incloſed. 

£ 1 | th 
® Ifai. Iii. 1, 2. 1x. 1. t Gen. iv, 6. 
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« 4m I my brother's keeper ? What have I to do with the 


dc fare of another ?* This hath greatly obſtructed the increaſe | 


of our felicity, as a collective body; the progreſs of our Sion; 
and introduced the deſtroyer ; who hath broke into our inclo- 
ſure, and made a ſorrowful devaſtation among the flock and 
family of Goo. Where I ſee thus the danger of the hedge 
(which the Lord in mercy made about us!) being broke down; 
I cannot help exprefling my concern, and uſing my ſpeedy 
and vigilant efforts to prevent, as much as . che be- 
ginning and increaſe of ſo great an evil. 


Is tharoie even a ſervant lad, or a ſervant girl that hath con- 
tinued neglected, and their minds left to wander at will? 1 
cannot but feel for them, with an earneſt deſire of informing 
ſuch, and drawing them, if poſſible, within the limits of the 


garden incloſed; that they might enjoy the benefit and delight- 


ful aſſurance of immortal happineſs, from their entrance into, 
and continuance in well doing! Many fly from their own in- 
tereſt, forget the Gop that made them, and even I account the 
blood of the covenant as an unholy thing, for want of having their 
minds properly centered, and their judgments duly enlight- 
ened; and therefore it is all your duty, who are advanced 
within the heavenly bounds, and are grown up into a capacity 
of ſervice, ſo faithfully to improve your talents, that ye may 


become inſtrumental, to enlighten their underſtanding, and to 
adminiſter to them a ſuitable degree of ſpiritual health: not 


to ſay, Am I my brother's keeper ? but if ye love God, to love your 
brother alſo; to lead him within the heritage and limits of the 
incloſed garden; within the impregnable 1 of that city 
whoſe walls are ſalvation. 


I xnow well, friends, that tho* my education was within 
the 


} Heb, x. 29. 


0 35. J. ; 
the garden incloſed, 5 ea far from it; and i 
- departing, laid myſelf open to-the enemy of my ſoul. I kept 
the worſt of company; I ſubjected myſelf to almoſt every 
temptation ; broke through the fence of the ſacred inclofure ? 
trampled it under my feet! and when for a time I found the 
leaſt inclination to do good, evil was preſent with me! and 1 
went on from one degree of it to another] my wickedneſs ſo 
far increaſed with my diligence that at length, alas ! I beheld 
the ſtrong wall broken down ! the garden wall deſtroyed ! the 
mound left defenceleſs | and no hopes left of RY peace 
to my . ſoul! 


0 VE, who are the hopes of the next 3 the ſteps 
I have trod warrant me to expoſtulate with, and to warn you 
of the moſt dreadful danger of that deviation, to which youth 
is top prone, for want of due and timely reflection, ſuitable to 
its vaſt importance; and the extream difficulty of treading 
back, or extricating yourſelves from it, when the mind is once 
engaged and enter d into the path of folly: believe me, now is 
your acceptable time; now is the day of the Loxp's tender 
mercy afforded to you : flatter not yourſelves therefore with 
the hope of its being time enough, that in ſome future part of 
your lives you will diligently ſeek him: now is your ſeed time; 
your hour of profitable diligence; and not 1n the decline of life. 
Life frequently is held by a moment of time! it paſſes, and 
man is no more ſeen! * Al fleſh is graſs, and its beauty as the 
flower of the field; the graſs withereth, and the flower fadeth. 
The grave, to which we are all haſtening, ought to be an. 


early leſſon of ſerious inſtruction, ſounding the alarm in the 


ears of every youth; ſecing it is frequently open'd to receive 
its victims in the very bloom of life; and before the years draw 
nigh, in which, in the courſe of nature, they can take no pleaſure 
E 2 — boaſt 

® Ifa. xl. 6 + Eccleſ. xii, 1. 
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* 


thers tgach thee, the abſolute neceſſity of improving the pre 
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V Draft not therefore Pc of to Thorrow, ſince hon IE 31 | 
* 


what a ” may bring forth; but rather let the example of 


ſent ents; and duely to reflect upon the imminent danger 
of delay. 


Ir thy delight be not now within the garden incloſed, thou 


canſt not reaſonably expect hereafter to do + works meet for re- 


pentance: believe me, the evening hour will have its fill of 
work, even after difcharging the duty of the moſt diligent 


day; though thou begin this neceſſary work immediately, 
thou wilt not havè a moment to ſpare when thy ſands of life 
are haſtening to a cloſe, and thou art finally appointed to tread 
the ſilent and ſolemn path of death! which is an hour that 


will, doubtleſs, bring with it a ſufficient employment to the 
moſt ſerious mind, and to the moſt aſſiduous improver of the 


time that hath been allotted him! in eee 


o THEN, ye beloved youth ! that your minds may | be thus 
properly exerciſed to lay hold on the things that belong to 
your everlaſting peace! may you lay theſe reflections ſeriouſly 
to heart; and may their good effects demonſtrate that they 
have a powerful and proper influence upon your conduct, 


through the whole ſeries of your lives; that ye may finiſh'your - 
courſe with joy ! and be crown'd in the end with glory and im- 
mortality! having faithfully anſwer'd the boundleſs love of 
Cnnisr to his church, whoſe peculiar relation to himſelf he . 
expreſſeth in this endearing language, A garden incloſed is my- 


ſiſter, my ſpouſe, a ſpring ſhut up, a fountain ſealed. 


The 


Prov. xxvii. 11 + Acts xxvi. 20. 
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7d. fillwing PRAYER likewiſe was delivered extem- 
5 Pore, after tbe 3 Diſcourſe, by the 1 52 emi- 


nent. ſpeaker. 


* 


JR, E approach thy preſence, O Father of infinite 


| F J kindneſs, and make mention of thy name, in a 


W deep and awefvul ſenſe of thy mercy, which hath 
followed. us from time to time, and moſt graci- 

| ouſly encouraged us, even to open our hearts 

before thee! the Lonp of heaven, and the whole earth 


» 


W were caſt upon rocks, and there left in a deſtitute and 
periſhing ſtate; when thou manifeſted thy tender regard, 
ſtretched forth thy delivering hand, and fed and ſuſtained us by 
thy watchful providence! Thou waſt pleaſed to look upon us 


in mercy, in the days of our temporal calamities ! to reveal to 


us the ſaving arm of thy power, and to cauſe thoſe very cala- 
mities to turn to our ſolid advantage | Thou, who art encircled 
with light, didſt enlighten our darkneſs; gave us clearly to 
underſtand the great things of thy law; ſuch of them as thou 
in thy wiſdom ſaw neceſſary for us. In the day of our utmoſt 


need, thou waſt pleaſed to 1 1 8 for us, and to * comfort 


to our aMifted ant ! 


WIE — beg, that the grateful ſenſe of all theſe thine 


unutterably kind dealings with us, may be imprinted on our 
hearts in characters never to be obliterated! What more have 
we to aſk, but that thou may ever continue to guide and 
direct us! that ſuch a ſenſe of thy unmerited mercies may be 
to us, as often heretofore it hath been, an enlivening comfort, 
and a ſtrong ſupport in the day of trouble: and we beſeech 


thee, O bleſſed father to remember all in the like ſituation: 


ſend 


|; ( 33) 
ſend forth thy light and thy truth evet® amongſt thoſe who 
have never known, or haye long forgotten thee. We pray 
thee, draw them into thy holy houſe ; plant them in thine in- 
cloſed, for ever beautiful and moſt excellent garden! their 
hearts becoming hereby powerfully inclined to attend with a 
fixed and unlimited ſubmiſſion, to the ſalutary Nn of 
thine omnipreſent, and unerring wiſdom ! 


Ir thou ſee any caſt upon the bed of languiſhing, do thou 
be pleaſed, we humbly pray thee, to afford them the viſitation , 
of thy love : let thy divine conſolation be their continual at- 
tendant, whereby they may be indued with horſes reſignation 
to thy bleſſed will ! 


O THov ! that haſt poured into our hearts, the freſh and 
reviving ſenſe of thy unbounded love; accept we beſeech 
thee, our prayers for our own preſervation, and the lifting up 
of our hands for one another, for the gathering together of 
many to thy ſelf ; who art, and haſt been, the reſtorer of many 
that have been ſcattered abroad, that have gone aſtray, being 
| ſeduced by various temptations, from thy ſacred truth. 


| Fox thy great name's ſake, for thy dear ſon's ſake, and for 
the ſake of thy glorious cauſe of righteouſneſs ! we pray thee, 
remember the offspring of thy people ; incline and ſtrengthen 
them more, and more, to turn towards thee; and to run the 
race that is ſet before them; that in the places of the honourable 
fathers, removed to thy kingdom, may ſucceed their ſons ; 
ſteadily walking 1 in their footſteps, to the glory of thy name; 
that generation to generation may tell thy acts, and | age to age 
pronounce thy goodneſs and marvelous power ; who, through 


manifold temptations and trials, preſerveſt unſpotted from _ the 
world 


* Heb. xii. 1. 


* 


=. 10 world, them who cruſt in 185 and adhere to the dictates of 
; . 5 thy grace 


Bx with the people aſſembled here at this time; and in a 
particular manner with thoſe that are thine in heart, and dedi- 
7 cated to thy ſervice. Endue, we pray thee, with the ſpirit of 

ſound judgment, thoſe that fit in judgment; and ſtrengthen 
thoſe who are enliſted into thine army, engaged under thy banner, 
and that turn the battle to the gate, that they may ſo act, and 
* /o fight the good fight of faith, as to lay hold on eternal life! 


which thou art now, in this the day of thy mercy, freely of- 


fering unto all ! 


Max the miniſters and ſtewards of thy word, chearfully 
proceed in thy glorious cauſe, ſpeaking powerfully in wiſdom. 
to all, that many may become through their calls, yet more 

and more ardently inclined to liſten to the doctrine of thy ſon, 
and to be inſtructed in thy law immediately from his internal 


voice in their own hearts. 


O hol and infinite father of all our mercies ! grant we be- 
| | ſeech thee, that being preſerved in our ſtations, as thoſe who 
1 aare Þ riſen with Chriſt, our affefions may be ſet on things which 
| are above, and ouf life hid with them in thee our Gop, that 
when he who is our life ſhall appear, we alſo may appear with * 
in glory ! 

May all our facuſties, and all that is within us, bleſs thy 
*, great and excellent name; may we perpetually approach thy 
throne with confidence, to offer thee the oblation of humble 
prayer, and grateful praiſe and thankſgiving, now, 1. 
forth, and for ever, world without end! Amen. 
21 Tim. Vi. Be. 7 On ll, 1, 2, 3s . 
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